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Father’s Day     God’s Father Heart  

We want the children to realise who God is. That way we can understand what a loving father 

looks like. 

Scripture: Luke 15 

Supplies: 

 Picture of a father and two sons 

 A copy of the story’s picture 

 A piece of paper/cardboard for every child 

 Crayons/kokis/pencils 

 Glue 

 Scissors 

 Smarties/sweets 

 A small piece of paper  

Smarties game: Enough Smarties/any small sweets for each child to have about 3. 

Children sit in a circle. Put down a piece of paper for each child if the ground is very dirty. Walk 

around the circle and give each child a Smartie. Stop and look at their faces. If they eat it, don’t give 

them another sweet in the next round. Walk a second time around the circle without saying anything 

and hand out the second Smartie. Stop again and watch their faces. Try not to answer any ques-

tions. Walk around again and give all children who haven’t eaten theirs yet, their last Smartie. 

Ask them: “Who felt it was easy to wait like this?” 

Let the children close their eyes and listen to the song:  

“Someday” – Majozi (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wMIsCo-9F2A) 

Sing the theme song. 

Who knows the parable of the prodigal son? I wonder who we normally pay most attention to. We 

normally focus on the son, but it could also be called the parable of the loving father. When we focus 

on the father it is easier for us to understand God. He is unlike any father we can ever know. It is es-

pecially important to understand this on Father’s Day. 

We are only going to focus on the father today. (Take out your page with the pictures of the sons on 

both sides and the father in the middle. Hold the page for the children to look at the father in the mid-

dle) 

There were two sons. (Fold both flaps closed). Both lived in their father’s house, but they did not re-

alise how much their father loved them. The youngest son saw his father as the source of his enjoy-

ment. This means that he saw his father as a piggy bank and only went to him when he wanted 

money. The oldest son saw his father only as an angry boss who wanted him to work all the time. 

(Fold the oldest son’s door to the back). 



Working and playing time 

2 

This father’s attitude towards his sons surprises us. 

The youngest son asked his father for all his money. He was only meant to have this when his father 

died. The father lets this son go in peace and blesses him with his share of the money. (Fold the 

youngest son’s door to the back.) 

The father waited patiently for the love of his sons. Every morning and every evening he went to 

check if the youngest son had returned. Our caretakers are also like that. They love us so much that 

they give us space to make mistakes. Then they take us back when we realise we need their love. 

God is our Father (show the back of the page). We read in Revelations 3:20 that God stands at the 

door and knocks! He doesn’t force Himself into your life. 

After the youngest son wasted all his money, he returned to his father who welcomed him with open 

arms. (Fold the son to the front.) 

The oldest son also returned, but he was furious about all this unfairness. (Fold the oldest son to the 

front.) 

God also loves all of us the same and that doesn’t always make sense to us. (Turn the page around 

and show the scripture on the back – John 3:16.) 

This father wanted his sons to know that he loved both of them the same. He did not only want their 

obedience. He wanted their love. 

God feels the same way about us. He is not concerned about the way you serve Him or make sacri-

fices. He wants you to know how much He loves you and then He hopes you will love Him the 

same. 

Let’s read John 3:16 together: “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in 

him shall not perish but have eternal life.” 

 Trace each child’s hand on a piece of paper/cardboard or give each child a copy of a hand. Older 

children can write a message of thanksgiving to their father figures. Younger children can draw a 

beautiful picture. Paste the poem on the back of the hand.  

  

Father figure poem: 

These little eyes follow you day and night 

These little ears listen to every word you say 

These two little hands want to lovingly help 

A small child that dreams about following your example 

So, walk beside me and hold my hand 

There are so many things I don’t yet understand 

Teach me lessons to keep me safe 

And show me how to trust you 

 Each child can take a copy of the storytelling resource home to share with their families. 

Close with the benediction. 






