Text: Matthew 17: 24-27
Materials:


Fish cut-out of paper with a paper clip on the mouth



Paper clips



A stick with string and a magnet to be used as a fishing rod, to “catch” the fish on its paper clip



Some coins (real, fake, or chocolate, as needed)



A small plastic fish or insect to put into the sensory bottle



Copies of the worksheet



Colouring pencils / crayons



Copies of fish printed or cut and pasted onto cardboard



Copies of 6 fish for each child



Stapler



Decoration for the fish (such as stickers, or glitter, or anything appropriate)



Optional: Eyes for the fish



Optional: Fish stickers



Scissors

Welcome
Catching fish:
Make copies of many different fish on some (coloured) paper, cut them out and put a paper clip on each one’s mouth. One of
the fish must have a picture of a golden coin on the reversed/hidden side. Make some fishing rods using sticks/dowels and
string, and add magnets at the end of the string. Let the children then “catch fish”. The person that catches the fish with the
golden coin can get a prize if you want (but remember to give everyone the same prize at the end). Play the game as many
times as needed, provided you have enough fish and enough fish with gold coins.
Find the coin: Hide some coins (real or not) away in the room or space. Let the children find them. Either let children find one
each, of see how many each person can find.

Worship
Sing “Nothing’s too big, big, big for His power” - Doug Horley
Sing the theme song and do the settle down ritual.

Word
Do any of you enjoy fishing? (Let the children respond.) What do you need to go fishing? (Let the children respond.) Can you
choose what fish you will catch? Is it your choice? (Let the children respond. They will hopefully say “no”.)
Let’s play a quick True/False game. If you hear something that you think is true, make a thumbs-up. If you think it is not true,
make a thumbs-down:
 A goldfish can eat a snake. (False)
 A seahorse likes chocolate. (False)
 There are white whales. (True)
 An octopus drinks through a straw. (False)
 A dolphin has five fins. (False)
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How many of you would believe me if I told you there is a true story about a fish with a silver coin in its mouth? (Let the

children respond.) This story can be found in the Bible.
Many years ago, when people wanted to go into the temple in Jerusalem, they had to pay to go in. This was called Temple Tax.
This money was used to keep the Temple in good condition, and to buy daily offerings, wood, flour, and even incense.
One day, Jesus and Peter went to the town Capernaum. In order to get permission for his family to visit the temple, each
Jewish man had to pay the Temple tax for his family. One of the people who had to collect the tax, went to Peter’s house and
asked for the tax. So, Peter went to Jesus for advice. When Jesus saw Peter, He asked him, “Peter, tell me something: where
does a king get his money from? From their own children or from others?” “From others,” Peter answered, “A king’s own
children don’t pay taxes to their father.” And Jesus said, “Then, the children don’t have to pay tax to their father. This is true
of me, too. As God’s son, I don’t have to pay tax for the Temple where people worship my Father.”
But Jesus didn’t want to upset the people working at the temple, and told Peter to go to the sea of Galilee and catch some fish.
(Peter was a fisherman.) Jesus told Peter to look in the mouth of the first fish he caught, and there would be a coin, enough
for their temple tax.
Peter then went to do what Jesus said, and he went to the sea and caught a fish. The first fish he caught, just as Jesus had
said, had a silver coin in its mouth, enough for the temple tax!
The children now get a chance to think about the story:
1. I wonder what part of the story you enjoyed the most.
2. I wonder what you would do, if you went to catch fish and the first fish you caught, had a silver coin in its mouth.
3. I wonder what Peter thought when he pulled the fish with the silver coin in its mouth from the water.
4. I wonder how you would have felt if Jesus asked something strange like this of you.

Working and playing time
 Give each child a copy of the picture of Peter catching a fish. Using a pen, pencil, or crayon, they can trace the route from
the fishing rod to the fish with the coin in its mouth.
 Give each child a sheet of paper with 7 fish on it. (One picture is the front cover and the other 6 pages have pictures
telling the story.) Copy the text for each child. Give the children time to colour or decorate their fish with crayons, pencils,
stickers or any craft items. If you can, give them googly eyes to stick on as the fish’s eyes. Let them now colour the story,
cut it out, and staple it to the fish’s tail so that the fish forms a story book. Paste the text to the left hand side of each
page. If you have any fish stickers, they can use them on the page where Peter catches the fish.
 Play the fishing game (from Welcome) again, and let a facilitator help the children to play it. Make sure that everyone gets
a turn, and carry on playing until the time is over.
Close off with the prayer of blessing.
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Trace the route from the fishing rod to the fish with the coin in its mouth.
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Copy this page on paper. The children can cut and paste
the text passages (for each fish) and the picture (for
the back cover).

1.
When they arrived at Capernaum, the tax men came to
Peter and asked, “Does your teacher pay taxes?”
Peter said, “Of course.” But as soon as they were in
the house, Jesus confronted him. “Simon, what do you
think? When a king levies taxes, who pays — his
children or his subjects?” He answered, “His children.
A king’s children do not pay money to their own
father.”

2.

4.

Jesus said, “Yes, you’re right. This is also true of me.
I am God’s Son; therefore I don’t have to pay money to
the temple where people go to worship my father. But
so we don’t upset them needlessly, I will pay. Peter,
go down to the lake and cast a hook.

Peter obeyed.

5.
He opened the mouth of the first fish he caught.
3.
Pull in the first fish that bites. Open its mouth and
you’ll find a coin. Take it and give it to the tax men.
It will be enough for both of us.”
6.
He found a coin! It was enough to pay their taxes!
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Front cover of the fish book
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