Prophet
of
Juda
God cares about what happens to us!
Text: Joel 1 - 3
Focus text: Joel 2: 21 – 29, especially 25 - 27
Supplies:
 Green pieces of paper, 2 buckets or containers for the pieces of paper
 The picture of the tree (or use a felt board), as well as the circles with nice dates or fruit
 Enough green edible items for the entire group
 A toy locust, a plastic leaf with a “bite” taken out of it, or a plastic piece of fruit to add to the sensory bottle
 Robot circles with matching images for the story, preferably printed on a large piece of A3 cardboard or poster board
 Copies of the same Robot circles on smaller paper (such as A4) so that each child can have one
 The name “Joel” printed with locusts all around it so that children can remember it easily
 Copies of the picture to colour in

Welcome
Put a lot of small pieces of green paper on the floor so that it looks like grass. Divide the children into two groups (or more if
you need to), and tell them they are locusts and they need to jump around and see who can eat the most grass by putting the
green pieces of paper in their bucket. Let the whole group sit in a circle, and in the middle place green edible items, which
could include broccoli, lettuce, peas, cabbage, apples, pears, celery, or even cookies or sweets. Give each of the group a number from 1 to 4. Explain that everyone will jump like locusts now, according to the instructions you will give, such as “Locusts,
everyone jump one place left/right/forward/backward! Locusts with number 2, jump into the middle and get one thing to eat!”
Carry on with various instructions until everyone has had something to eat. Green helps us to think of plants and leaves. Today,
we will hear about locusts that ate all the plants and crops of a whole nation, and why it happened.
A tree with brightly coloured spots or circles: Each spot represents something good that we can do for others. The good could
be something along the lines of the fruit of the Spirit, e.g.
Blue – Make peace wherever you go
Green – Be patient
Purple – Being the least
Orange – Help each other
Turquoise – Care for each other
White – Be friendly
Pink – Support each other
Red – Love each other
Yellow – Let your light shine
I wonder how this tree could lose its wonderful fruit?
Now take off one piece of fruit for every negative example the children can think of, until at the end, it is empty and barren.
For example:
Blue – Make peace wherever you go: You are getting involved in a fight.
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Green – Be patient: Forcing your way to the front of a queue.
Purple – Being the least: Wanting the largest piece of cake.
Orange – Help each other: Not helping or joining others who are helping.
Turquoise – Care for each other: Not sharing food.
White – Be friendly: Not greeting anyone because you feel bad.
Let the children give as many examples as they can.
Just as the “bad fruit” remove “good fruit” from the tree, the locusts came and ate all the good plants and crops of the entire
nation.
Explain that a group of locusts is called a swarm and that a huge swarm looks like a cloud. Wherever the swarm goes, they eat
every part of every plant they can find, until nothing is left. God’s people had started to get involved with something worse than
a locust swarm, and today we will find out what.

Worship
Sing: “God keeps His promises” (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yen4zvhJLEc)
“Oh What Love - Be Exalted” (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r0_J2uDyCKk;
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OwPBV0Rc3c8 – with words)
Theme song: The children sit with eyes closed and sing “Trust in the Lord”.
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XPZJtZzQBB0).
Settle down ritual:
Pass the sensory bottle around while the children say Psalms 23:1-3: “The Lord is my Shepherd, I lack nothing. He makes me
lie down in green pastures, he leads me beside quiet waters, he refreshes my soul. He guides me along the right paths for his
name’s sake.”

Word
(Use a white board or felt board to show the pictures as the story is being told.)
Today’s story is part of our series about Playful Prophets. All these prophets’ stories work like a set of traffic lights: there is
always a warning (put or hold up the warning circle), a decision (put or hold up the decision circle), and a promise (put or hold

up the promise circle). Today, we will help each other to find the warning, choice and promise in this story. Put up your hand
whenever you think you hear one of these three.
Today’s story is about many things, so many that they cannot be counted. They were a large group of something that attacked
Judah. Does anyone know what happened? Yes, a huge group of locusts, called a swarm, attacked Judah! Locusts can fly for
vast distances and eat up every piece of every plant they see.
In those times, a good harvest was seen as a sign of God’s blessings and his closeness. God warned his people many times: if
they continued to commit sins, he would punish them. They didn’t listen, and continued to do the wrong things. Then, God sent
millions of locusts in a swarm to eat all their crops and plants as a warning. (Put the locust image on the warning circle.)
BUT, the people of Judah still couldn’t understand why the locusts were attacking them. So, God sent someone to explain it to
them.
This someone was a prophet by the name of Joel. God sent him to warn the people about what was going to happen, because He
loves us all so much and doesn’t want it to happen to us. He wants us, instead, to bear good fruit, and let His love flow through
us to many others.
God said to his people through Joel that if they turned back to God, their sins would be forgiven. The message was that they
had to choose between either sins or God’s forgiveness. (Put the heart with the turn back symbol on the circle in the middle.)
If we do something bad, we feel far from God, but He has not turned away from us. If we would rather do good things, and turn
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back to God to ask for forgiveness, He will always forgive us.
And just like most of the other prophets, Joel’s message ends by reminding them how much God loves them. He promises that
the punishment of the locusts will not last forever. He promises that it will rain again one day and that God will also punish
their enemies. And then Joel ends off with a message of hope: They must never give up! (Stick the lifesaver onto the bottom
circle.)
The children now get a chance to think about the story:
1. I wonder how the Israelites felt when they saw all the locusts coming.
2. I wonder if you have ever ignored a warning.
3. I wonder what would happen if everyone decided to ignore all traffic rules.
4. I wonder if you can think of a story in the Bible where God shows us how much he really loves us.

Working and playing time


Make traffic lights:
Red = Warning - The locusts can be stuck on top of the red.
Yellow = Choice - The heart can be stuck on top of the yellow.
Green = Promise - A lifesaver can be stuck on the green to say that God has saved them.
(The children can also draw grass underneath as a sign of restoration and healing.)



Use all the green pieces of paper that were used during the introductory activity and tear pieces off to “colour in” the
locust. Otherwise, the children can just colour in the locust with pencils or crayons.

End off with the blessing.
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Warning:
against things
that are wrong.

Red

Choice: acknowledge,
forgive, live according
to God’s will.

Yellow

Promise: always a
new start with God.

Green
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