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JESUS VIR JAPAN  

LƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ WŀǇŀƴŜǎŜ ƅŀƎΥ 

9ƴƭŀǊƎŜ ǘƘŜ ƅŀƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƛȊŜ ȅƻǳ ǇǊŜŦŜǊΦ Wǳǎǘ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜ Ǌŀǝƻǎ ǘƘŜ 

ǎŀƳŜΥ 

{ƘƻǊǘ ǎƛŘŜΥ  мл ŎƳ  нл ŎƳ  пл ŎƳ  сл ŎƳ 

[ƻƴƎ ǎƛŘŜΥ  мр ŎƳ  ол ŎƳ  сл ŎƳ  фл ŎƳ 

wŜŘ ŎƛǊŎƭŜΥ  с ŎƳ   мн ŎƳ  нп ŎƳ  ос ŎƳ 

The children will discover the true meaning of doing something good to other people. When you do something for someone else, 

you do it for Jesus. The children will also learn more about Japan and how we can support the children of Japan as part of our 

missionary project for 2018. 
Text: Matt 25:31 î 40  

Materials/Supplies: 

Ã Umbrella 

Ã Rice 

Ã Chopsticks or a knife and fork 

Ã Japanese fan 

Ã Lantern or any lamp 

Ã Magnifying glasses or a picture of a magnifying glass for each child 

Ã Secret decoder for each child that can read 

Ã AUhYf]U`gėZcfėðkcf_]b[ėUbXėd`Um]b[ñ 

Ã PowerPoint of the information for Japan (available on our website) 

Ã H\Yėgcb[ėð>Ygigė`cjYgėaYñė]bė9b[`]g\ėUbXė>UdUbYgYė UjU]`UV`YėcbėcifėkYVg]hY  
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Welcome  
ð=ėgdmėk]h\ėamė`]hh`YėYmYñ0 (Before the children arrive: Arrange the items for the game throughout the location/room/hall you 
are using for the session. Try to use some of the following items that reflect our missionary project for this year: umbrella/
rice/chopsticks/Japanese fan/lantern/anything else you want to use for the game.) 
(When the children are present, you can say the following0 ėðKck"ėhcXUmė=ėUaėjYfmėYU[YfėhcėgdmėcbėgcaYh\]b[ėcfėcbėgcaYcbY$ė
Do you know what it means to spy? It means you are secretly gathering information about someone or something. The govern-

ment usually appoints a spy to gather information about its enemies or information regarding a certain situation. The govern-

ment uses the information that is gathered to make certain decisions regarding which steps it must take. 

Who of you wants to be a spy? (Give opportunity for reaction.) Okay, now we are going to play a game where all of us are go-
]b[ėhcėVYėgd]Yg$ė=óaė[c]b[ėhcė[]jYėmciėW`iYgėUbXėmciėaighėigYėh\YgYėW`iYgėhcėZ]bXėh\YėcV^YWhė]bėh\Yėfccaėh\Uhė=óaėhU`_]b[ėUVcut. 

9jYfmėh]aYė=óaė[c]b[ėhcėghUfhėk]h\ėh\YėkcfXg0ėð=ėgdmėk]h\ėamė`]hh`YėYmYíñėH\Ybė=ėk]``ė[]jYėh\YėW`iYgėUbXėmciėaighėhfmėhcėZ]bX 

h\Yė]hYaėUbXėdc]bhėhcėh\Uhė]hYa"ėZcfėYlUad`Y0ė=ėgdmėk]h\ėamė`]hh`YėYmYíėgcaYh\]b[ėh\Uhė[]jYgėmciė`][\hėk\YbėmciėkU`_ė]bhcėUė

dark room. (Lamp/light). (As presenter, you can determine how long you want to play the game.) 
Who said they want to be a spy again? (Wait for reaction.) =óaėgcė[`UX"ėVYWUigYė=ėXcbóhė_bckė]Zėmciė_bYkė]h"ėVihėUgėW\]`XfYbėcZė

God we are also spies for Jesus. Yes, Jesus knows everything, but He wants us to gather new information which will help us 

live good lives and to make wise decisions every day. Where do we get that information? (Wait for reaction.) Yes, in the Bible. 

H\Yė@cfXógėKcfXė[]jYgėigėU``ėh\Yė]bZcfaUh]cbėkYėbYYXėhcėYbUV`YėigėhcėaU_Yėk]gYėXYW]g]cbgėUbXėhcė_bckė\ckėhcė`]jYėUWWcfX]b[ėhc 
His will. 

But there is another way Jesus wants us to be spies for Him. Through finding out about the wellbeing of other people and how 

we can help them. As children of God we want to help other people, right?! (Wait for reaction.) We can help each other in dif-

ferent ways. How do we help each other? (Give opportunity for answers.) We help by praying for each other/by listening to a 
person when he needs a friend/by giving food to someone who is hungry, etc. And how do you know when a friend is sad? Yes, 

you get that information from your friend or from somebody else. Now you can choose if you want to turn your back on your 

friend and laugh at him/her because he/she is sad, or you can decide to use this information to support your friend by listen-

ing to him/her or by praying for him/her; etc. That is why we are spies for Jesus every day. Every day we receive information 
which helps us to help other people. 

This year at KIX, as spies for Jesus, we are going to gather information about the children in Japan to see how we can help and 

support them. Yes, it is far away from here, but the Lord also wants to use us to make a difference in the lives of the children 

in Japan. The name of our spy project is: JESUS FOR JAPAN! 
K\cėkUbhgėhcėVYėdUfhėcZėh\]gėmYUfógėgdmėhYUaėZcfė>UdUb4ė(Give a moment for reaction.) Okay then, let the spying begin!! 

C_Umėgd]Yg"ėh\YfYėUfYėhkcėhUg_gėkYėaighėXcėZcfėcifėð>9GIGė:CFė>5D5Bñ project. 

First task: We must gather information regarding what the children in Japan need, to enable us to gather money to help them 

with their needs. 
Second task: We must find out what specific prayer needs they have. 

Okay spies, before we can gather information regarding what the children of Japan need, we need to get some background in-

ZcfaUh]cbėcbė>UdUb$ė6ihė`Yhógė[YhėZcWigYX"ėVYWUigYėYjYfmėgdmėaighėU`kUmgėVYėZcWigYX$ 

 

WORSHIP 

Song: We will stand together (www.youtube.com/watch?v=kC9-W4M9yI4) 

Settle down ritual:  

K\]`Yėh\YėW\]`XfYbėg]hėk]h\ėW`cgYXėYmYg"ėd`Umėh\Yėgcb[ėð>Ygigė`cjYgėaY"ėmYgė=ė_bckñė h\Yė>UdUbYgYėUbXė9b[`]g\ėjYfg]cb $ėH\Yė

children listen quietly to the Japanese version and can sing along with the English version. (The video clip and MP3 song is 
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available on our website). 

Word  
Have you ever felt like showing the Lord how much you love Him and how thankful you are? Do you ever wonder how you can 

show Him without physically seeing Him? You can give Mommy a flower and you can help Daddy in the garden, but how do you 

give Jesus a flower? Yes, He lives in our hearts, but sometimes we feel that we want to give Him something or do something to 
show Him how much we love Him. Do you know what? You can. Every day. You see, Jesus sees everything you do for Him, just 

as Daddy see how you are helping him in the garden, or like Daddy sees how you are helping Mommy in the kitchen. (Use exam-
ples relating to your own context.) @YhógėfYUXėk\Uhėh\Yė6]V`YėhY``gėigėUVcihė\ckėkYėWUbėg\ckė>YgigėYjYfmXUmė\ckėaiW\ėkYė`cjYė

Him: 
Matthew 25:31-40: 

ðK\Ybėh\YėGcbėcZėAUbėWcaYgė]bė\]gė[`cfm"ėUbXėU``ėh\YėUb[Y`gėk]h\ė\]a"ė\Yėk]``ėg]hėcbė\]gė[`cf]cigėh\fcbY$ė5``ėh\YėbUh]cbgėk]`l be 

gathered before him, and he will separate the people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. He 

k]``ėdihėh\Yėg\YYdėcbė\]gėf][\hėUbXėh\Yė[cUhgėcbė\]gė`YZh$ėðH\Ybėh\Yė?]b[ėk]``ėgUmėhcėh\cgYėcbė\]gėf][\h"ėò7caY"ėmciėk\cėUfYė
blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. For I was hungry 

and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I 

bYYXYXėW`ch\YgėUbXėmciėW`ch\YXėaY"ė=ėkUgėg]W_ėUbXėmciė`cc_YXėUZhYfėaY"ė=ėkUgė]bėdf]gcbėUbXėmciėWUaYėhcėj]g]hėaY$óėðH\Ybėh\Yė

f][\hYcigėk]``ėUbgkYfė\]a"ėò@cfX"ėk\YbėX]XėkYėgYYėmciė\ib[fmėUbXėZYYXėmci"ėcfėh\]fghmėUbXė[]jYėmciėgcaYh\]b[ėhcėXf]b_4ėK\Ybė
did we see you a stranger and invite you in or needing clothes and clothe you? When did we see you sick or in prison and went 

hcėj]g]hėmci4óėðH\Yė?]b[ėk]``ėfYd`m"ėðHfi`mė=ėhY``ėmci"ėk\UhYjYfėmciėX]XėZcfėcbYėcZėh\Yė`YUghėcZėh\YgYėVfch\YfgėUbXėg]ghYfgėcf 

a]bY"ėmciėX]XėZcfėaY$ñė(New International Version) 

Children now get a chance to think about the story:  
1. I wonder what in this story you liked the most. 

2. I wonder what in this story is important to you 

3. I wonder where in the world you see people that help others. 

4. I wonder how you can help other people. 
 

In this story we hear the truth: if we do something to someone else, we are doing it to Jesus. Good or bad. If we hurt someone, 

we hurt Jesus. If we help someone, we help Jesus. This year we want to support and help our friends in Japan. But to be able 

to do so, we need to do some spying to help us know more about Japan, the children of Japan, and how we can help. 
Have you ever wondered what it must feel like to live in another country? What will be different? Well, as spies for Jesus, we 

are going to discover more information about the life in Japan and how we can support them. 

=hógė]adcfhUbhėhcė_bckė\ckėmciė[fYYhėgcaYcbYė]bė>UdUbYgY0 

³ Good morning: Ohayou gozaimasu (pronounce it as: ô-haai î yoe Gô-zaai î mâs) 
³ <U``c0ėð_cbb]W\]ėkUñė dfcbcibWYė]hėUg0ė_cb-nietchie î wâ) 

³ 6mY0ėð>UU"ėaUhUėbYñė dfcbcibWYė]hėUg0ėX^UU"ėa¿-tâ - nê) 

³ Bye-VmY0ėð6U]ėVU]ñ 

 (Let the children repeat the words) 
=ėkcbXYfėk\UhėkYėWUbė`YUfbėUVcihė>UdUb4ė@YhógėX]gWcjYfė>UdUb0 

(Here are a few facts. Choose which facts you want to share with the group. You can use the PowerPoint presentation, which 
is available on our website.) 
1. Japan belongs to the continent of Asia. Japan is an island nation surrounded by the Sea of Japan to the East and the Pacif-

ic Ocean to the West. Japan consists of 6,852 islands. 
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2. Tokyo is the capital city of Japan. 

3. The Japanese flag is white with a large red disk (representing the sun without rays) in the centre. 

4. The language they speak in Japan is Japanese. How do we greet someone in Japanese again? <U``c0ėð_cbb]W\]ėkUñ$ė
(Pronounce it as: kon-nietchie î wâ.) 

5. Japan has about 200 volcanoes, of which 60 are still active (An active volcano is a volcano that still has eruptions.) 

6. On average there are around 1 500 earthquakes every year in Japan. 

7. Japan has more than 50 000 people that are more than 100 years old. 
8. Square Watermelons are grown by Japanese farmers for easier stacking and storing. 

9. In Japan there are more pets than children. 

10. In Tokyo there are Cat Cafes where you can go to drink coffee and hang out with cats for hours. 

11. In Japan teachers and students come together to clean the classrooms and cafeteria. 
12. There is an island in Japan that is full of rabbits. 

13. In Japan, tipping a server or waiter is considered rude. 

14. People who cannot afford to live in houses in Japan take advantage of the policy of McDonalds that their "doors are always 

open". So they live in their restaurants. They are known as "McRefugees." 
15. Japan is home to many different forms of martial arts, like Karate, Judo, etc. 

16. Traditional Japanese homes are made of wood. 

17. In Japan it is common to eat rice at every meal, including breakfast. 

18. Sushi (a rice dish which can include raw fish) is a famous food in Japan. Nowadays people all over the world enjoy sushi. 
19. The traditional dress of Japan is the kimono. Kimonos, which are generally made of silk, have large sleeves and reach 

from the shoulders all the way down to the heels. They are tied with a wide belt called an obi. Nowadays kimonos are usu-

ally worn only on special occasions, such as the Shichi-Go-San festival, weddings, and graduation ceremonies. 

20. Cherry blossoms are symbolic of spring, a time of renewal, and the fleeting nature of life. Their lives are very short. Af-
ter their beauty peaks after two weeks, the blossoms start to fall. During spring, people like to have cherry blossom par-

ties with colleagues, friends, and family. Cherry blossoms make people feel merry. 

21. In Japan less than 1% of the nation is Christians. That means that only one child out of class of 100 children will be a 

Christian. That is how few Christians there are in Japan. 
22. Loyalty is one of their core values. Therefore, Japanese see people leaving their traditional religions (Buddhism and Shin-

toism) as traitors. (Shintoism is the native religion of Japan. It involves the worship of kami, or spirits. Shinto is a collec-

tion of rituals and methods meant to regulate the relations between living people and the spirits.) 

23. The Japanese wear crosses as a fashion statement but have no idea what the cross signifies.  
24. The Japanese people do not show emotions very easily, for example, sometimes you will not know when they are angry or 

gUX"ėVYWUigYėmciėkcbóhėgYYė]hėcbėh\Y]fėZUW]U`ėYldfYgg]cbg$ 

25. Because of all the natural disasters that occur in Japan, especially after the earthquake and tsunami in 2011, the self-

reliant Japanese character began to soften and some Japanese people are now more open to the gospel. 
26. There is a high suicide rate in Japan î issues of loneliness and isolation î which is a huge indicator of a bigger need for 

Christ who will never leave or forsake us. 

 

Spies for Jesus, now we have a better understanding about the country we are going to support this year. I wonder which in-
formation stood out for you. (Give time for feedback.) 

During every KIX session we are going to find out more about Japan and pray for the people of Japan. We also want to start 

collecting money to enable us to help the children in Japan. Although we are going to start collecting money during the first 
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term, we are going to zoom in more on our friends in Japan during the second term. During that time, we will discover more 

about what they need and how we can help. We are also going to make contact with them. 

Our fundraiser is going to work like this: we have a large national flag of Japan. (Show the paper/cardboard with the flag, but 
without the circle in the middle being red.) Is this correct? Is this what the Japanese flag looks like? (Give a moment for reac-
tion and guide them to the answer that the circle must be red.). Yes, this flag is incorrect, because the circle in the middle 

should be red. So, as part of our task as spies for Jesus, we must try to change the circle from white to red during the year. 

The only way that can happen, is by collecting money. For every R50 we collect (adapt the amount to your own circumstances) 
a round red sticker will be pasted in the circle of the flag. We must try to complete that circle as fast as we can. I see we 

bYYXėUė`chėcZėgaU``ėfYXėXchg$ėGd]Yg"ėkYėaighėkcf_ėjYfmė\UfXėhcėgiWWYYXė]bėh\]gėhUg_$ė5fYėmciėidėhcė]h4ėð(Wait for reaction.) 

;fYUhëė6ihėZ]fghė]hógėh]aYėhcėXcėgcaYėch\YfėhUg_g$$$ 

Every spy needs to have a password to make sure that he/or she is part of the secret spying team. Therefore we must also 
have a password which we must use every time we come to KIX. Stand in a circle and whisper the password to each other like 

h\YėðhY`Yd\cbYė[UaYñ ("Chinese whispers"). (The presenter must start. After everyone heard the password, the presenter 
counts to three and then the whole group must say the password together. Make sure everyone is certain of what the correct 

password is.) The password is: JESUS FOR JAPAN!  

 

Working AND PLAYING  

§ Picture of Japanese girl to colour in. 
§ Magnifying glasses 

§ Secret decoders 

 

Magnifying glasses (for children who cannot read and write yet): 
The children get the chance to make their own magnifying glasses to use at each meeting during the 

spy sessions. Copy the magnifying glass template twice for every child on cardstock. Cut out around the outsides and then cut 

out the inner circles. Cut out a piece of cellophane a bit smaller than the outer circle. Use double-sided tape to stick the piece 

of cellophane to the outer circle of one of the forms. Then attach more double-sided tape and place the second form over the 
top, trapping the cellophane in between. 

=hógėfYWcaaYbXYXėh\UhėmciėhU_Yė]bėh\YėaU[b]Zm]b[ė[`UggYgėUZhYfėYUW\ėgYgg]cb$ė=Zėh\YmėhU_Yė]hė
home, remind them to bring it with them to all the KIX sessions). 
 
Option 2 (for the children who can read): 

Make a secret decoder to use during every KIX session. 

Copy a secret decoder on cardstock for each child. You need a split pin for each decoder. 

5g_ėZcfėðfcibXė\YUXėdUdYfėZUghYbYfgñ$ ė7ihėcihėh\YėW]fW`Yg$ėIgYėUbėU`XYfėcfėg\Ufdėdc]bhė
needle to make holes in the middle of each circle. Attach the smaller disc on top of the larg-

er one with the split pin.  

With each session, there will be new information regarding Japan. After the children said the password and made the moves 

(see at the end of this session), they must use their decoders to solve the secret codes. 
5hėh\YėVY[]bb]b[ėcZėYjYfmėgYgg]cbėh\YėhcdėX]gWėaighėVYėhifbYXėUWWcfX]b[ėhcėh\YėW`iY$ė5hėh\YėZ]fghėgYgg]cbėh\YėW`iYė]gėðAė3ė5ñ. 

Turn the top disc until M (on the top disc) is to the inside of A (as in the photo). (At week 1 the A on the outer disc is right 

opposite the M on the inner disc.) Do not turn the discs in relation to each other before you finished decoding the message. 



The secret code for week 1 is: X Q F F Q D. Search the letter X on the inner circle and write down the letter corresponding to 

it on the outer circle, i.e. L. Now search for Q on the inner circle and write down the letter next to it on the outer circle, i.e. E. 

=bėh\YėgUaYėkUmė:ėVYWcaYgėHėUbXė8ėVYWcaYgėF$ėH\YėUbgkYfėhcėh\]gėkYY_ógėWcXYė]gė@9HH9F$ė:cfėh\YėbYlhėgYgg]cbėh\YėXYWcXYfė
must be turned according to the clue at the beginning of the session. 

 

Ending: 

Stand in a circle. Remind the group about the password they must remember, and show them the moves that go with the pass-
word:  

Jesus   (stretch your arms out to the side)  

for Japan  (bend to the front while nodding you head)  

The children repeat the password with the moves. Close with prayer while standing in the circle. After the prayer, you greet 

them with the password and moves and they respond back with the password and moves. 







EXTRA CRAFTS AND ACTIVITIES TO USE WITH THE PROJECT: JESUS FOR JAPAN  

Japanese Brown paper Slippers  

Materials: 
Brown cardstock, pencil, scissors, sequins, glue, ribbon 
Have the kids trace the soles of their shoes onto the brown cardstock. Cut out both 
soles. Cut two 3x15 cm strips of cardstock. Let the kids decorate them with sequins, glue 
and ribbon, leaving about 3cm on either end blank. After the glue has dried, glue the 
blank ends of each strip to the bottom sole of each shoe according to the size of each 
W\]`XógėZYYh$ė@YhėXfm$ 

Marshmallow sweets sushi  

(These treats can be made beforehand and given to the children to take home after the session.) Other adults in the church/
community can also help with the making of the sweets sushi and a sushi take away can be given to each child to take home. 
Recipe: 
¶ 60g unsalted butter 
¶ 300g marshmallows 
¶ 5 cups rice crispies (cereal) 
¶ a variety of candy for sushi making including: 

¶ Zfi]hė`YUh\Yfg"ėfc``ėidg"ėhUdYgė =ėXcbóhė_bckėk\]W\ėcZėh\YgYėcbYė[Yhgė]bėGcih\ė5Zf]WU$$$  
¶ liquorice twists 
¶ gummy worms 
¶ gummy fish or sour fish 

Directions 
In a large pot, melt butter over medium heat. Add marshmallows and stir until completely melted. Remove pot from heat. Add 
in cereal and stir until mixture is evenly coated in marshmallow. Spread the mixture as a thin layer onto a buttered rimmed 
baking sheet. Use a knife to trim the edges to make them nice and straight. The mixture will go almost to the edges of a 
standard baking sheet, but not quite. The trick is keeping the final treat layer thin so that it can be rolled around the candy     
fillings. Cut the marshmallow treats into thirds, making 3 rectangles. Allow to cool slightly. 
To Make Nigiri Sushi: 
Cut small rectangles out of the marshmallow treats about the size of the gummy fish. Place one gummy fish on each rectan-
gle. Wrap a small strip of fruit leather tape around the fish and marshmallow treat. Repeat with the remaining small rectan-
gles of marshmallow treats. 
To Make Maki Sushi: 
Lay gummy worms and liquorice twists along the short side of one of the large marshmallow treat rectangles. Roll the marsh-
mallow treat around the gummy worms and liquorice. Add extra marshmallow treat to seal and trim. Use your fingers to press 
the marshmallow treats together and seal the edges around the sushi roll. Wrap a fruit roll up around the sushi roll, pressing 
to seal it into place. Using a sharp knife, slice into 3cm long pieces of sushi. 
Store sushi in a sealed container in between layers of waxed paper for up to 2 days. 



Cherry blossom art  

Materials: 
Ã Empty 2 litre cold drink bottle 
Ã Paper plates 
Ã A piece of white A4/A3 paper/cardboard for each child 
Ã Dark paint 
Ã Paint brushes (if you are going to paint the branches) 
Ã Light pink paint (mix red and white paint) 
GhUfhėVmėig]b[ėXUf_ėdU]bhėhcėdU]bhėUėVfUbW\ėcbėh\Yė5*%5)ėdUdYf%WUfXVcUfX$ė=ZėmciėWUbóhėdU]bhė]bėUė
straight line, it looks even better. (If you want to save time the presenter or other adults can paint 
the branches beforehand or you can give each child a copy of printed branches.) Pour some pink 
paint on a paper plate and dip the bottom of the plastic bottle into the paint. Press the plastic bot-
tle on the paper and lift. Repeat dipping and stamping the bottle until you have enough blossoms on 
your branch. Let it dry. 

 

https://alphamom.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/cherry-blossom-art-4.jpg
https://alphamom.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/cherry-blossom-art-5.jpg
https://alphamom.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/cherry-blossom-art-soda-bottle-final.jpg

