Session 5

Mary anoints Jesus’ feet

The children understand that Mary gave something precious to Jesus, and that they can also give something precious to Jesus
to thank Him for what He has done for each of them.
Text: John 11, 12:1-8
Materials/Supplies:


“If you’re happy and you know it clap your hands” – YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tCMk2eVeCTk



A bead in the shape of a jar or a jar shape cut out of foam



Clothes for a female Biblical figure



Pretty bottle with perfumed bath oil to tell the story



Unprinted newspaper/original newspaper



Container with water large enough for the children to put their feet in



Copies of the picture of the flask



Blue and yellow cellophane



Copies of the word search



Copies of the “I can show my love” activity



Split pins

WELCOME
 Roll a large piece of unprinted newspaper out on the
ground (as a road). Place a bucket with water at the beginning of the road. Let the children put their feet in the
water, then walk as far as possible on the paper while their feet are wet.
 The children divide into groups of two. They must sit and turn to each other and
press their feet together. Try to take hands. Now let the children share with each
other what they are thankful for.
 Sing along: “If you’re happy and you know it clap your hands”: Sing the song in a group while also doing the moves. (Clap
your hands and stamp your feet.)

WORSHIP
Theme song:
The children sit with eyes closed and listen to the song “Trust in the Lord”. (https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=XPZJtZzQBB0). The song can be played a few times and the children can sing along as soon as they catch the tune.
Settle down ritual:
Pass the sensory bottle around while the children say Psalms 23:1-3: “The Lord is my Shepherd, I lack nothing. He makes me
lie down in green pastures, he leads me beside quiet waters, he refreshes my soul. He guides me along the right paths for his
name’s sake.”
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Word:
This term we hear stories about weird and wonderful women in the Bible. We have already heard about sisters with strange
names… (Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Miklah and Tirzah ) as well as about 2 women who had strange work; they were prophets
(Deborah and Huldah). Last week we heard a story about a strange, poor widow whose 2 coins were worth more to Jesus than
the money of the rich people. Today we are going to meet another strange woman...
Today we are going to hear about a story of a woman whose name is Mary. This is not the mother of Jesus, but another woman
just with the same name. Instead of telling the story to you, I have rather asked Mary to come and tell her own story. Let’s
imagine we succeeded to get Mary here with a time machine... I am very excited for her to tell her own story to you today.
Let me introduce you to Mary. She is the sister of Martha and Lazarus.

(A person dressed like a female Bible figure walks into the room and greets the presenter and the children. Try to get a woman with long hair that can dramatize the story.)
“Good day everybody! I’m so excited to be here with you today. I wish I could tell my whole story, but unfortunately we don’t
have that much time, so I am only going to share something with you that is very precious to me.
My brother Lazarus was very ill and I knew that if only Jesus would come to him, He would be able to heal him (voice sounds

excited). We sent a few women to Jesus to fetch Him. Jesus knew how ill my brother was, but he did not come immediately
(say it with resentment). Then my brother died and I was very mad at Jesus because he let my brother die (turn away from the
children and pretend to cry – then turn back to the children again). Eventually Jesus arrived and I cried while being with Him.
Jesus saw how heartbroken and sad I was. He went to my brother’s grave and told the people to move the stone away from the
tomb. I was very worried because Lazarus was already dead for a while and he would stink. Jesus ordered Lazarus to come out
of the grave. We waited anxiously to see what was going to happen... (Create an expectation by being quiet for a moment and

then shout out) and then suddenly Lazarus came out of the grave. My brother lived! Jesus had raised him from the dead!!
A bit later, six days before Passover, everyone was in Bethany to eat together. I think the people just wanted to see what a
man who was raised from the dead would look like, and maybe to ask him a few questions. It’s not every day that a man is
raised from the dead!
As was the habit in those days, the guests lay on their sides beside the table where the food and dishes were put on. As usual,
Martha was very busy serving the guests.
At first I helped Martha serving the food (pretend to have something under your arm and giving something away), but I wanted
to show Jesus how much He meant to me. I wanted to thank Him for forgiving me and for raising Lazarus from the dead…

(Moment of silence)
So, I put everything down, and from the folds of my clothes I took out a flask with very expensive perfume made from pure
nard. (Pretend to put the bucket down and take out a flask from under your clothes). Nard ointment is a very expensive perfume which costs as much as about a year’s wages for an ordinary workman.
I opened the flask and poured it on Jesus’ feet. The house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume and suddenly the
guests were quiet. I just had to do it now, because it was the last opportunity I would have. I bent down to wipe His feet with
my hair and rub the remaining perfume in. (Act out the moves.)
Then I stood up. (Stand up) The fragrance of the nard ointment was still in the room with the broken flask lying on the ground.
Suddenly this holy moment was broken through the words of Judas: “Why do you waste the perfume? This ointment could have
been sold for 300 coins and the money could have been given to the poor!” A few of the disciples half-heartedly agreed with
him.
But then, just as the time I was confronted by my sister because I did not help her in the kitchen, Jesus stood up for me

(sound surprised) and answered: “Leave her alone. Why are you bothering her? She was busy with a very special task. She
was busy anointing my body beforehand for my funeral, because I will not, like the poor, be with you forever. I ensure you, eve2

rywhere the Good News of salvation will be proclaimed in this world, this good deed she did to Me, will also be told. That way
she will always be remembered.”

(Presenter takes over from Mary)
What a beautiful story, this message of unselfish love without saying a word.
Are we also willing to give our utmost best to Jesus: a year’s salary, our popularity (Adapt to the circumstances of your con-

text)? Are we willing to do things that will make Him happy, things that people like His disciples would not necessarily appreciate, but that only He will understand? The question is: “Do I love Him with all my heart?”
Children now get a chance to think about the story:
1. I wonder why this story is in the Bible.
2. I wonder how you would feel if someone did something very special to you.
3. I wonder if you would also give away something that is important to you.

Working and playing time


Rip and paste the flask: Cut/rip the cellophane/paper in small pieces. Paste the coloured cellophane/paper on the flask.

(See the example.)


Word search



Spot the differences between the 2 pictures.



“Give thanks to Jesus” work sheet: Cut out the feet on the dotted lines. Cut out the jar and write down something to be
thankful for on the bottle. Attach the jar to the sheet with the feet using a split pin through the circles. The bottle can be
tilted to simulate pouring perfume over the feet.

BENEDICTION:
Close with the blessing:
May the Lord go before you to show you the right path;
May the Lord be behind you to protect you;
May the Lord be beside you to comfort and embrace you;
May the Lord be below you to catch you when you fall;
May the Lord be above you to bless you;
May the Lord be in you to guide you with His Holy Spirit. Amen.
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Mary anoints Jesus’ feet
Spot 8 differences between the two pictures.
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WORD SEARCH
ANOINT
BETHANY
FEET
JAR
JUDAS
LAZARUS
MARTHA
MARY
NARD
PASSOVER
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