Session 1
Text: Numbers 27:1-11
Materials/supplies:


Beads (4 per child) and pieces of rope/wool/cord



A sensory bottle (See how to make it at the end of this section.)



A pebble to put into the sensory bottle



White board or large sheet of paper to draw the story while you tell it



White board markers or Koki pens



Pebbles, leaves and branches, or small building blocks



Large box



Paper, pattern of puppets, scissors
SENSORY BOTTLE:
Before the first session, make a sensory bottle, which can be used every time with the settle down
ritual. Use any empty bottle that seals tightly. Mix equal parts water and cooking or baby oil. You can
add food colouring and glitter. Each week, add a new object (like a bead, coin, sponge object, etc.),
which represents the session. At the end of the year, the bottle will be filled with small reminders of all
the sessions. Make sure that the bottle is sealed tightly. Warn the children that they shouldn’t try to
open the bottle. During the settle down ritual the bottle is sent around while the children turn it slowly.
The slow-moving objects in the bottle can calm the children.

WELCOME
(Encourage the children to act creatively on every suggestion.)
Game 1
“I imagine myself being...”


A statue of an athlete.



A washing machine – Form a washing machine’s counter with your arms in front of yourself. Blink your eyes to turn the
machine on. Now you must shake and make a noise until the clothes are clean.



The sprinklers in the garden – Put your left hand behind your head and straighten the other arm in front of you. Make like
a sprinkler by turning around and making the sound “tsh-tsh”.



A mother’s arms – Give “motherly hugs” to the friends around you.
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Game 2
Each child gets 4 beads and a piece of rope/wool/cord. Let them string the beads and make bracelets to wear around their
arms. While they string the beads, they name each bead as follows:


my name



my grade



my favourite sport



my favourite food/cold drink

Give them 30 seconds to tell a friend next to them what the meaning of each bead is.

WORSHIP
Theme song:
The children sit with eyes closed and listen to the song “Trust in the Lord”. (https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=XPZJtZzQBB0). The song can be played a few times and the children can sing along as soon as they catch the tune.
Settle down ritual:
Pass the sensory bottle around while the children say Psalms 23:1-3: “The Lord is my Shepherd, I lack nothing. He makes me
lie down in green pastures, he leads me beside quiet waters, he refreshes my soul. He guides me along the right paths for his
name’s sake.”

Word
(When you start telling the story, there must already be a few circles and other shapes on a sheet
of paper or on a white/black board.)
This term’s sessions are about strange women in the Bible. Some of them had strange jobs. Some
of them did strange or special things. Others had very strange names...

Do you know a child whose name is Mahlah? …or Noah? …or Hoglah?…or Milkah? …or Tirzah?
It’s strange names, yeah?! But do you know that there really were 5 women with those strange
names and all of them were sisters?! Their father’s name was Zelophehad! (Draw a picture of a

father in the bottom corner and draw the five daughters next to him.)

One day father Zelophehad made a good decision. Moses was the leader of the Israelites. There
were people who banded together against Moses and the Lord. Father Zelophehad did not want to
be part of the gang who banded against the Lord, because he obeyed the Lord. He wasn’t perfect,
but his daughters knew he was an honest man and he believed in the Lord. After his death, they
remembered the man he was and what he taught them. (Draw a rectangle around the father to

resemble a coffin. Draw his eyes closed and colour the rectangle roughly.)
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They had a big problem. All the other families received ground in the new land, but because they
were only daughters and did not have a brother, the leaders forgot about them. Everybody thought
only the men could get new ground/land. They didn’t even have an uncle or nephew who cared
about what was going to become of them. (Change the first two rectangles in the top row into the

word “NO”.)

What do you think they had to do to solve this problem? (Listen to the children’s suggestions.)
In the Bible we read exactly what they did. Let’s read it - Numbers 27:2: “They went and stood
before Moses, Eleazar the priest, the leaders, and the whole community at the entrance of the
Tent of meeting...” (Now draw the Tent of meeting with Moses and the leaders.)

The daughters were very brave. They did not sit and complain. They did not walk around and say
bad things about Moses and the leaders. They did not even fight with each other. They made a plan
and all five of them worked together on this plan. (Now draw the road between the daughters and

the leaders.)

They spoke to the right people; people who could make a difference. The leaders listened because
they respected god and the daughters. But what should they do? Moses always had a plan and that
was to ask God what to do... (Draw praying hands.)

The Lord answered Moses. Let’s read His answer in verse 7: “What the daughters of Zelophehad
request is right. You must certainly give them property as an inheritance among their father’s relatives. Let his inheritance pass on to them...” (Draw a cross through “NO” and write “YES” next

to it by using the rectangles.)

3

God provided. His plan included everyone. He taught His nation not to neglect anyone. They had to
take care of everyone and make sure everyone has a legal home. (Change the blocks underneath

“YES” and “NO” to form the words “DIVIDE LAND”.)

Thankfully the daughters of Zelophehad handled their problem wisely. Then everyone could see how righteous God was, and
Moses and the leaders learned how to make good decisions.
Whenever you meet someone with a strange name again, remember these five women in the Bible with strange names and how
they solved their problem!
Let’s make a “rap” of the story:
Don’t be sad; don’t be mad; God has a plan!
Do not fear; God is near; say “I can!”
Be strong, be brave.
Today God can make a way!
Children now get a chance to think about the story:
1. I wonder which part of this story you like most.
2. I wonder which part of this story was important to you.
3. I wonder how people will solve that type of problem today.

Working and playing time:


Build a town – In a sand box or outdoors in the sand – Divide an area into 12 parts. In every part you can build houses and
gardens with available material, for example pebbles, leaves and branches or small building blocks, etc.



Use a large box to make a house. Draw windows and doors. On the front door you can write the following: “Everybody is
welcome” and on the back door “God cares for us”.



Paper puppet string – The children must concertina-fold a long strip of paper and cut out the puppets. They can then write
the following remarks on it:
Don’t complain
Stand together (be brave)
Talk to the right people
Talk to God
Do what God says
Write on the long strip underneath the puppets: “Daughters of Zelophehad”.

BENEDICTION:
Close the session with a blessing: Let the children sit or stand in a circle. Let them stand with their arms stretched out to the
sides, with the palms of their hands facing upwards. The palm of each person’s right hand is on top of the left hand of the
person to their right. Let them practice to forward a blessing: Any person can start by moving their right hand over and lightly
tapping the right hand of the person to their left. Move that hand back. Then the person to his left does the same movement
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and lightly taps the right hand of the person to his left. Go around in the circle: in this manner the blessing is sent around. As
soon as everyone gets it right, continue with the movement while they say the blessing:
May the Lord go before you to show you the right path;
May the Lord be behind you to protect you;
May the Lord be beside you to comfort and embrace you;
May the Lord be below you to catch you when you fall;
May the Lord be above you to bless you;
May the Lord be in you to guide you with His Holy Spirit. Amen.

ON FOLD

ON FOLD

5

